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Global History with Chinese Characteristics
Autocratic States along the Silk Road in the Declibe of the Spanish and 

Qing Empires, 1680-1796



Palgrave monograph in Open Access
www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9789811578649



Description of the project and application to 
current issues (interdisciplinary)



(GECEM) www.gecem.eu
Global Encounters between China and Europe: Trade 
Networks, Consumption and Cultural Exchanges in 

Macau and Marseille (1680-1840)



GLOBAL HISTORY IN RECENT STUDIES AND THE GREAT DIVERGENCE: 
FINDING ANSWERS TO META QUESTIONS

However, less effort has been made to measure micro data such as levels of 
consumption of different social groups



NEED FOR MORE CASE STUDIES

1.- Approach ‘Jeux des echelles’: from purely comparative 
approach to one that looks at global conjunctures

2.- Chronological and geographical cross-cultural sections
(1680-1840) / Port Cities China (Macau)-Europe (Marseille)

3.- Hypothesis: 
Merchants mediated the introduction of new goods, leading to 

changes on consumer behaviour in Europe and China



ROLE OF MERCHANTS AS ‘VICARIOUS’ 
CONSUMERS AND TRADERS

MERCHANTS

Market 
Producers

Market 
Consumers

Networks of 
distribution

Creation of 
new needs 
and desires



Market Integration and Global Consumption in Marseille and Macau 

 

Marseille 

Cartagena Seville 

Cadiz Entry of goods from eastern markets 



Global Consumerism: ‘Differential Consumption’

Porcelains from Jingdezhen 景德镇 Tea from Yunnan 云南茶Silk from Jiangsu  江苏 丝

Wine Glasses

Chinese Goods in Europe

British Clocks

European Goods in China

French Mirrors Portuguese Red Wine

“There is nothing we don’t have that we need from you”                                                    
[Emperor Qianlong to Lord McCartney, 1792-94] 



MAIN SOURCES: 
Probate Inventories (Seville and Macau)



Trade records from China and Europe
中国地方志集成 (annals of local records of China, 

人民大学图书馆)
Archive of the Chamber of 

Commerce of Marseille



PATENT 
(under the framework of ERC Project)



Application of GECEM project:

1. to solve/understand current world issues
2. to find solutions

3. predict future problems

Interdisciplinary nature of the project



DIGITAL HUMANITIES AND BIG DATA 
MINING



Annual Percentage Growth Rate of GDP at Market Prices Based on Constant Local Currency

Source: World Bank national accounts data, and OECD National 
Accounts data files. 

WORLD ECONOMIC GROWTH, MARKET INTEGRATION 
AND CAUSES OF FINANCIAL CRISIS



Missions and Goals of our Research 
Project

•International Politics
•Economic Development

• History: Past, Present and Future of our society



Implementation and Provisional 
Results of GECEM Project



Thomson & Reuters 
(SSCI & AHCI papers)

www.manuelperezgarcia.eu/published-articles.html

4 SSCI Papers published (2017-2020)
Global (Economic) History in Qing China, “Maritime Silk Road”, Databases and Digital 

Humanities



Thomson & Reuters 
(SSCI & AHCI papers)

www.manuelperezgarcia.eu/published-articles.html

Editor-in-chief of the Special Issue at the Journal of Iberian and 
Latin American Economic History

Published 
Creating Global Demand: Crossroads of Silk and Silver in Asia and the Americas during the 

Early Modern Era 

Authors in this Special Issue

Manuel Perez Garcia (SJTU)
Richard Von Glahn (UCLA)

Dennis Flynn (University of the Pacific, 
US)

Antonio Ibarra (UNAM)
Lucio de Sousa (Tokyo University of 

Foreign Studies)



Thomson & Reuters 
(SSCI & AHCI papers)

www.manuelperezgarcia.eu/published-articles.html

Editor-in-chief of the Special Issue at the Journal of Atlantic 
Studies. Global Currents

Published
Beyond the Silk Road: Manila galleons, trade networks and Global goods. Integrating 

Atlantic and Pacific markets, 16th-19th centuries

Authors in this Special Issue

Manuel Perez Garcia (SJTU)
Antonio Ibarra (UNAM)

Nadia Fernandez-de-Pinedo (UAM)
Lei Jin (GECEM/UPO)

Omar Svriz (GECEM/UPO)
Rocio Moreno (GECEM/UPO)



Monograph published at University of Wales Press
Blood, Land, and Power

The Rise and Fall of the Spanish Nobility and Lineages in the Early Modern Period



New Palgrave Series on Comparative 
Global History 

(China, Japan, Europe and the Americas)



www.palgrave.com/de/book/9789811040528

OPEN 
ACCESS 



CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
MONOGRAPHS AND COLLABORATIVE WORKS

Palgrave Series on Comparative Global History
Editor-in-Chief: Manuel Perez Garcia

E-mail: manuel.perez@eui.eu ; mpergar@sjtu.edu.cn

mailto:manuel.perez@eui.eu
mailto:mpergar@sjtu.edu.cn


Project Website: GECEM Project



4 Newsletters within GECEM Project



GECEM Team: 
Researchers from Spain, Mexico and China



GECEM MAIN ACADEMIC PARTNERS



1st GECEM Workshop: 
Quantitative Economic History and Open 

Science in China and Europe 



2nd GECEM Workshop at UPO: 
New Technologies and Databases to 

Analyse China and Europe



TED TALK Presenting GECEM PROJECT



Massachussets Institute of Technology (Boston, US)
World Economic History Conference



University of British Columbia (UBC)
Center of Asian Studies, Vancouver (Canada)



GECEM Project-Eurasia Trajeco International 
Conference 

(Pablo de Olavide University, Seville, Spain)



World Academic Network-System
• Connecting Ideas: Research Projects

• Integrating Researchers

• Summing Up Scientific Values: Open Access and Science
for the World



GLOBAL HISTORY NEWTORK (GHN) IN CHINA
www.globalhistorynetwork.com

http://www.globalhistorynetwork.com/


Connecting Ideas: Research Projects

GECEM: China-Europe

Globalization: China-Americas

Trade Networks: Japan-Europe



Global History Network 
in China, 

(Tsinghua University / 
European University 

Institute)

Global History Network 
at UNAM, Mexico

Global History Network 
at Tokyo Foreign Studies 

University, Japan

INTEGRATING 
RESEARCHERS



Summing Up Scientific Values: 
Open Access and Science for the World



CONNECTING PEOPLE
EU Delegation-Euraxess China-

EU Funded Researchers + China Top Universities 
(Shanghai Jiao Tong University)



Presentation of GECEM-ERC Project in 
Beijing with the President of the ERC, 

Jean-Pierre Bourguignon



Linear Model of Innovation



Non-Linear Model of Innovation 
(= Interdisciplinary Studies)

Cyclic Innovation Model (CIM) presents the processes in innovation
Changes in science (left) and industry (right), and changes in technology (top) and markets (bottom) are 

cyclically connected. Nodes function as roundabouts, entrepreneurs generate the driving forces.
Source: A.J.Berkhout, Cyclic Innovation Model (CIM) 



International Profile

UCBERKELEY UNAM UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO

MATTEO RICCI INSTITUTE, 
MACAU

CUHK NHCP, MANILA



Books 



Thomson & Reuters 
(SSCI & AHCI papers)

http://www.manuelperezgarcia.eu/published-
articles.html



World Outstanding International Research 
Projects (ERC in Brussels)



VISIT www.gecem.eu
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